HIS ANCESTRY                                        IS

For nearly ten years he worked as an apprentice, prob-
ably with his father. When the Emperor summoned his
highly-trusted officials and noblemen from different parts
of the country to Rajputana, Shihabu'd-Dm also joined
him at his headquarters at Ajmer. His extraordinary
courage and skill as a soldier were first noticed when he
took part in the expedition led by Hamid Khan (son of
Murtaza Khan) to chase the Rathors in their mountain
fastnesses. He was complimented for his services, by
getting a robe of honour and a she-elephant, from the
Emperor.1

After his return from this expedition, Shihabu'd-Dm
was summoned at midnight by the Emperor who asked
him to bring speedy information from Hasan 'All Khan,
from whom no intelligence had arrived since a long time.
All communications with the latter had been cut off and he
was left isolated in the defiles north-west of Udaipur. This
had caused great anxiety to the Emperor. Shihabu'd-Dm,
not even knowing the topography of that part of the coun-
try, full of forests and wild beasts and infested with rob-
bers, agreed to undertake the mission. At the risk of his
life he started immediately and by forced marches brought
back intelligence in two days' time. In recognition of this
service, the Emperor bestowed on him the title of 'Khan'
and is reported to have foreseen his greatness and said :
'One who, like the ruby, goes through afflictions
patiently, becomes the decoration of the wreath of
fortune's crown'. It was mainly due to the enterprising
courage of Shihabu'd-Dm Khan that the Imperial forces
under the command of Hasan 'All Khan were saved frdm
disaster. This general was reinforced and freshly provi-
sioned, and after a few weeks he was in a position to

i-Khurskid Johl the name of the daughter of the chief Minister
was Waziru'n-NisJL (p. 370). I have not been able to ascertain
his source of information.
1 Ma'athir-i-'Alam.giri, p. 194.